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MEMORANDUK FOR: Corps, Division, Separate Brigade or RCT Commenders,
and (omnanding Ceneral, 2d Loglstiocal Command

SUBJEGT: Why We Are Here

1. In ay brlef period of command duty here I have heard from
ssveral sources, chiefly from the members of cosbat units, the

questions, "Why are we herstt mghat are we fighting for?n
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2s What follows represants my answers to f.hbu questions.

3« The answer to the first question, "why are n.!foro?n is
sinple and conclusive. We are here becauss of the decisions of the
properly constituted authorities of cur respective goveraments. Ae
the Comuander-in-Chief, Unlted Kations Coamand, Genersl of the Army
Douglas Mecartiur said publicly yesterday: "This command intends $o
maintain a military positicn in Kores just as long as the Statesmen
of the United Hatlions decide we shouild do so.® The answer is simple
because further comment is unnecessary. It is conclusive because the
loyalty we give, and expeot, precludes any alightest questioning of
these orders,

4+ The second question is of much greater significance, and

.overy merber of thia command is entltled %0 & full and reasoned -answers

Mine follows.
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5« To me the lssues are clear. It is not a questlon of thls o
that Korean town or village. Real estate is, here, incidental, It is
not restricted to the issue of freedom for our South Korean Alljes,
whoss fidelity and velor under the severest stresses of battle we
recognizej though that freedon 1s & syzbol of the wider issues, ant
included among them.

6e The real issues are whether the power of Western olvilizationm,
as God has permitted it to flowsr in our own beloved lands, shall defy
and defeat Communism; whether the rule of men who shoot thelr prhonufe,
enslsve their citizens, and deride the digmity of man, ehall displace
the rule of those to whom the individual and his individnal rights are
sacred; whether we are to survive with God's hand to guide and lead ws,
or to perish in the dead existense of & Godless world.

7. If these be trus, and to me they are, beyond any possibility
of challenge, then this has long since cessed to be a fight for fresdom
for our Korean Allies alons snd for their national survival., It has
become, snd it contiones to be, & fight for our own freedom, for our
own survival, in an Iionorlbh, independent national existence.

8+ The sacrifices we bavs mrde, and those we shall yet support,

are not offersd vicaricusly for cthers, but in our own direct defense.
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9« In the final analysis, the iassue now joined right here :Ln.
Korea is whether can;:nilq or individual fresdom shall Prevail, and,
nake no mistake, whether the next flight of fear-driven peopls we have
just witnessed across the HAN, and contisue to witness in other areas,
shall be checked and defeated oversess or permitted, step by step, to |
close in on our own homeland and at some future time, howsver distant,
to engulf cur own loved ones in all ite mlsery and dispair.

10, Thess are the things for which we fight.  Never have meabers
of say military command had a greater challenge than we, or a finer
oppertunity to show curselves and ocur peocple at thelr best — and tims
be an henor to the profession of m;-, and a credit to those who bred us.
11, I would like each commander to whom this is addressed, in his
own chosen waye of leadership, to convey the foregolng to every single

menber of his Julnnnd at the sarliest practiocsble moment.

H. Bo EIDGWAY
Lieutenant general, Dnlted States Army
Commanding




